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KMCPC Members: 

  Vince Carahaly, Chair 

  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
John Gisler, County Commissioner Liaison 

  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 
Steven Cook 

Kathy Eickholt 

Rebecca LaDuca  
  Karl Westra 

Vacancy 

 
Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, September 3, 2020 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, Kathy Eickholt, John Gisler, Martin 

Janssen, Rebecca LaDuca, Heather Ricketts, Karl Westra 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Sandra Bliesener, Steve Cook 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Rachael Grover (County staff) 

 1 public. 

  

  

I. Call to Order 

Vice Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:02 pm 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Cook and Ms. Bliesener were excused. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

No changes were made to the agenda. There was unanimous consent to approve the agenda. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Amos, seconded by Mr. Westra to approve the minutes from the February 

6, 2020 meeting. Motion carried. 

 

V. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

VI. For Consideration 

 

1. Update on KMCPC member appointments/re-appointments. 

Ms. Jarnefelt reported that Ms. LaDuca and Mr. Westra have been re-appointed for a 

3-year term starting April 1, 2020. 

Kathy Eickholt has been appointed for a 3-year term to replace Mr. Sikora. 

Member/Chair Neil Sikora did not seek re-appointment. He was with KMCPC for 
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about 10 years, serving many of the years as Chair. 

 

There is one more vacancy on the KMCPC board. Applications are being accepted 

until September 18. Any interested parties are encouraged to apply. 

 

2. Election of officers: Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary – Action Items 

 

a. Nominations and Votes of Officers 

i. Chair 

Mr. Amos made a motion to nominate Mr. Carahaly for Chair, seconded by 

Mr. Westra, No other nominations were made. Nominations closed and 

approval of Mr. Carahaly for Chair by unanimous consent.  

 

ii. Vice Chair 

Mr. Amos made a motion to nominate Ms. Ricketts for Vice Chair, seconded 

by Mr. Westra, No other nominations were made. Nominations closed and 

approval of Ms. Ricketts for Chair by unanimous consent. 

iii. Secretary 

Mr. Janssen made a motion to nominate himself for Secretary, seconded by 

Mr. Westra, No other nominations were made. Nominations closed and 

approval of Mr. Janssen for Secretary by unanimous consent. 

iv. Deputy Secretary 

Mr. Janssen made a motion to nominate Ms. Jarnefelt for Deputy Secretary, 

seconded by Ms. Eickholt. No other nominations were made. Nominations 

closed and approval of Ms. Jarnefelt for Deputy Secretary by unanimous 

consent. 

 

3. Amendments to “Kalamazoo County Street Naming and Addressing Policy, 

Procedures and Guidelines – Including the County Street Directory” 

Recommendation for Board of County Commissioners requested – Action item 

 

Ms. Jarnefelt presented a Staff Report included in the meeting packet. She gave some 

additional background regarding the revised version of the Kalamazoo County Street 

Naming and Addressing Policy, Procedures and Guidelines. The purpose is to revise 

the document to streamline the process of street naming and addressing in the County 

to avoid street names or addresses that could cause confusion and delays in 

emergency dispatching or deliveries. 

The KMCPC is asked to review and comment on the document. A final draft will be 

presented at the October KMCPC meeting and Ms. Jarnefelt will request that the 

KMCPC pass a resolution to recommend to the County Board of Commissioners to 

approve the guidelines. The final authority on street naming lies with the Road 

Commission, the cities and villages respectively. The final authority with addressing 

lies with the cities, villages and townships. However, guidelines approved by the 

County Board will be a powerful guide in the effort to make the street names and 

addressing in the County clear and safe. 
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4. Update on Solid Waste Management Planning Committee (SWMPC) member 

appointments. 

The initial 30-day application period for theSWMPC membership was extended an 

additional 30 days because applications for all member categories had not been 

received. The application period has now been closed and interviews with the 

County’s Advisory Board Appointment Committee have been scheduled for next 

week. 

The project that prompted the need to re-appoint the SWMPC was submitted to the 

Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission for site approval in early June. The site 

was approved contingent on many conditions, including the approval of the 

amendment to the County’s Solid Waste Management Plan, driveway permit from the 

Road Commission of Kalamazoo County etc. 

 

VII. Parks Commission liaison update 
No report, liaison Ms. Bliesener not present. 

 

VIII. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) updates 

Mr. Carahaly reported that the update of the CEDS (Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy) is moving forward. The CEDS Committee has met and will 

have a total of 5-6 meetings before wrapping up in January 2021. Public input will be 

part of the process. A current CEDS is a pre-requisite for SMPC to become an EDA 

(Economic Development Agency), which in turn will qualify the SMPC counties to 

receive certain federal grants. The CARES act has increased the available grants. The 

SMPC also continues to provide technical assistance to the local units in the 

participating counties, for example SMPC is available to help the local units prepare 

their Master Plans. 

 

IX. Correspondence received: 

No correspondence received 

 

X. Other 

 Ms. Jarnefelt reported that due to major cuts in the County 2020 budget, the 

KMCPC group membership with Michigan Association of Planning (MAP) at 

$675 per year was not renewed this summer. Instead Ms. Jarnefelt purchased 

an individual membership at $60 and will forward pertinent information to the 

KMCPC members. Ms. Rickett also noted that there is a lot of information 

publicly available on the MAP website https://www.planningmi.org/ 

 

 The KMCPC (Zoom) meeting will take place October 1 as scheduled to 

review the Texas Township Master Plan, and to consider the approval of the 

resolution to recommend to the County Board to approve the revised 

“Kalamazoo County Street Naming and Addressing policy, Procedure and 

Guidelines.” 

 

https://www.planningmi.org/
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 Mr. Gisler reported that the Kalamazoo Airport has been greatly impacted by 

the Covid-19 crisis although some signs of improvement are seen with a slight 

increase in passangers. A grant has been received to study the PFAs at the 

airport to get more details regarding where and how much of it is there. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

Mr. Westra made the motion to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 

8:17 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC meeting scheduled: October 1, 2020 at 7 pm. 

 

 

 


